Prize Winning Project 

exhibit Hansen’s disease entered Adrianne. Blue (above) eighth grade student, Macfarland Junior 
High School, took first place her school’s Future Scientists America Science Fair. The 
exhibit placed second the city-wide science fair and received honorable mention the national competition. 
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Highlights and Sidelights The SMOM Congress 


the Scientific Sessions and 
Sidelights the Social Functions the 
International Congress for the Social 
Defense and Rehabilitation the Han- 
senian, Sponsored the Sovereign Mil- 
itary Order Malta, Rome, April 16-18, 


Elizabeth Williams 
written especially for THE STAR 


Editor’s Foreword: 
lizabeth Williams, Duluth and New 
York, volunteer worker and physi- 
cal therapist the Philadelphia Gen- 
Hospital and Leprosy Hospital, Am- 
Lala City, Punjab, India. met 
Williams for the first time when she 
visited Carville January 1952, but 
had been correspondence with her 
for some time. Mrs. Williams’ interesting 
letters came from many far away 
places she “Trailed the Little 
She lived Bures (native 
houses) the Fiji Islands slept 
mats under the coconui 
trees sailed with Andy Thompson, skip- 
mous writers Nordhoff and Hall 
“Mutiny the Bounty” lived with the 
Christian family Pitcairn fame 
through treacherous channels “out- 
canoes land Puka Puka 
Island where white woman had ever 
ventured experienced earthquakes 
Assam, climbed over avalanches West 
was stoned Java, and Ma- 
laya escaped from bandits, mention 
ences. every country the continents 
she traveled, Europe, Asia, Africa and 
Australia, she made point visiting 
hospitals settlements for patients with 
Hansen’s disease, subject which she 
always have been interested. 
During World War II, Elizabeth Wil- 
liams was active duty with the 
can Red Cross for five years Military 
Welfare Service. Her overseas assign- 
ments included New Zealand, 
canal and the Solomon Islands, 

October 1953, Mrs. Williams gave 
her smart penthouse apartment 
fashionable section New York, 
India and take her present work, 
first attending the Sixth International 
Congress Leprosy Madrid. When 
learned that Mrs. Williams was 
give paper “The Rehabilitation 
the Leprosy Patient North 
the Congress Rome, 
asked her our STAR reporter, and 
kere she 


The Way 


the first leg journey, stop- 
ping over the new 
and 
training center, Karigiri, Madras 
State, India, the present with but 
in-patients and large out-patient de- 
partment. fast granite rocks can 
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cut into building blocks horde 
village workers and the blocks shifted 
into position team bullocks, new 
housing accomodations will available 
more and more patients. 
nurses, therapists are Grade workers. 
for the most part trained the Chris- 
tian Medical College, Vellore, only 
miles away. hostess Miss Ruth 
Thomas, the foremost physio-therapist 
India, who was the first the 
live here. The center, headed Dr. 
Gass, known the William Jay 
Schieffelin Sanitorium honor the 
first president American Leprosy Mis- 
sions Inc, which one three Protes- 
tant organizations backing it. The others 
are the Christian Medical College, Vel- 
lore, and the British Mission, London. 

From here Vellore and then 
Kadaikanal, the hills, make long 
motor trip beautiful lake the 
heart large forest reservation for 
wild life. want see the real wild 
animals. They drink the lake sun- 
down tigers, panthers, etc., and lovely 
spotted 

Cochin and Travandrum, the 
state capital, then Madura and train 
the ferry that crosses the narrow strait 
between the last spit land India 
and the point the Isle Ceylon. Then 
take fast train the capital city, 
Colombo. take French ship across 
the Indian Ocean Djibonti, French 
Somaliland, the northwest coast 
large leprosarium outside 
Addis Ababa want visit. Then 
Khartoum air, visit some lakes 
Fgypt, and down the Nile boat, 
stopping Luxor. 


The Heart North Africa 


Arrived March Ethiopia. took 
bus Haraar the interior visit 
leprosarium run French priest-phy- 
sician, Dr. Feron (above). spoke 
English, think never met more 
“dedicated person.” has been 
thiopia years, with interlude out 
the country only during the Italian 
occupation. has 350 patients living 
about him quaint Ethiopian round 
houses, unique that each house 
painted gay color rather than the usual 


plain white; they are blue, yellow, red, 
green, etc., all with the Ethiopian 
thatched roof and topknot, Father Feron 
gets his money, drugs, and some cloth- 
ing from France. His little colony 
uear the bazaar, but found his patients 
all over the ancient town, most them 
hegging. can’t feed them all. gets 
small subsidy from the govornment. 

also visited the 
Southern Ethiopia under the Sudan In- 
terior Mission, This colony the first 
new one put since the Italians left 
here, and has been operating for five 
years. The American Leprosy Missions 
gave the $20,000 needed build and 
siart the hospital. After this the Ethio- 
pian Government gave the land, They 
have good mud houses with corrugated 
tin roofs, each house for four patients. 
They have agricultural program that 
very fine, raising seedlings and coffee 
for the market. They have 648 in-pa- 
tients and over 500 out-patients per day. 
the clinic and hospital, they 
have clinic for other patients, 
all with one doctor, three nurses and 
four young Ethiopian lads who have 
been trained here. Dr. Robert Thomp- 
son charge, grand person. and 
Mrs. Thompson have seven children 
their own and eight babies their 
patients whose families cannot care 
them they are for adoption 
cute wee black babies. 


Along the Nile 


have done sightseeing along the way, 
feasting eyes golden fields 
waving grains along the banks the 
Nile and browsing through wondertul 
museums Cairo. 


Ancient Greece 


have been roving about Greece 
bus revel with Zeus, Athenia, Apollo, 
and even peering into the hole the 
ground where the Goddess All Grow- 
ing Things dipped into the underworld 
for four months visit every year and 
Growing Things laid low and rested 
until she came upstairs and started the 
ball rolling once more, The Spiritual 
and Religious center the Greeks 
some 3,000 years ago was 
had visit this beautiful place sur- 
rounded snowy mountains overlook- 
ing the Corinthian Canal blue, blue 
water. The Temple Apollo, Sacred 
Road, Theater, Stadium and the charm- 
ing Temple-remains the Temple 
Athenia, made the trip very worthwhile. 
reporter for THE STAR, may 
disappoint editor when tell him 
that did not get down stomach 
the red earth and drink from the 
Spring the Muses and Poets the 
clear, fast-running mountain stream 
from which the Oracles old drank and 
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bathed before performing the Tein- 
ple. not expect any poems, 


(cont’d from page 


Flying Rome 


boarded TWA plane Athens, 
bound for Rome. the plane was 
old friend from Madrid Congress days, 
vigorous, bewhiskered Dr, Frans Heme- 
rvckx who did Hansen work the Bel- 
gian Congo for years and will return 
there after has set more thoroughly 
the work for people with Hansen’s dis- 
ease South India. has hospital 
nor clinic, but does have grass shacks. 
lives and works under the trees and 
like huge teddy bear with the drive 
1956 locomotive. working the 
theory that DDS (the parent sulfone) 
must given every case and does 
not wait for the patients drift 
eet their medicine; goes into villages 
and examines everybody, And 
the accept him, irresistible, 
belly-laughing his way along. terrific 
personality. 


Arrival Rome 


Rome last, the most important 
part trip. had been traveling 
too fast for any mail catch with 
since left Ambala City February 
noon, April 14, with engagements 
until Monday the 16th, expected tite 
American Express Company have 
basketful the stuff for me. But the 
was closed until Monday morn- 

The when was handed huge 
satin paper and tied with crimson twine, 
invitations the Mayor’s reception and 
others every evening the Congress and 
one attend private audience with 
the Holy Father, the Pope. This was 
really wonderful treat for 
never had such opportunity the other 
times have been here, and likely never 
will again. 


Audience with the Pope 


was truly marvelous experience 
the private chambers the Vat- 
ican. were ushered mile 
the colorful pages and guards 
the Papal colors yellow and blue 
plus the fabulous Greek guards very 
full short white skirts and plumed hel- 
mets. The audience chambers are red, 
satin walls with fine tapestries and 
paintings hung from ornate gold ceilings. 
The men the Congress were requested 
wear dark suits and the ladies 
cover their hair with hats veils. 
were ushered benches covered with 
green felt cloth and precisely 9:30 
the Pope appeared 
white robe, cape and cap. walked 
briskly his gold throne with 


vet and red velvet canopy. spoke in- 
mike, reading his paper excellent 
French. looks very well indeed, spoke 
with vigor, using his slender hands 
emphasize his words, thin, long fingered 
hands but strong. After his talk 
stepped down shake hands with many 
members the Congress and their fam- 
ilies. held back not Catholic 
and felt there were already too many 
people who were eager for this great 
privilege. was very much impressed 
with the Holy Father, years old and 
with the energy, seemingly, much 
younger man. resume the Pope’s 


Inaugural Session 


The lieutenant the Grand Master, 
Paterno Castello Car- 
caci, officially opened the Congress. Con- 
gress members were welcomed the 
High Consultant Sanitation the 
and president the Organ- 
izing Committee, Prof. Raffaele 
ci, Count Valmaggiore; the Lord 
Mayor Rome, Eng. 
H.E. Folchi the 
Italian Government, and the Secretary 
General the Congress, Prof. Giuseppe 


Identified are (1) Dr. L.P. Anjoulet and (X) Dr. Michel Blanc. The man with the white 


Dr. Frans Hemercykx. 


address the Congress delegates and 
their families appears elsewhere this 
issue. Ed.) 


The Congress 


hall, the Auditorium, Via Pa- 
lermo No. 10. Our seats the hall 
were gold velvet, soft and widely spaced 
hind the presiding officers and 
desk was covered with handsome green 
velvet drape and only pulled aside when 
needed. Several speakers used slides 
show statistics “before 
pictures, 


Prof. Bendandi mentioned the reason 
for launching the ship the Congress 
earnest effort the part the 
discuss ways and means 
extending knowledge this disease and 
helping the helpless. spoke 
two great winds that encountered 
during the year past launching this ship. 
First, when the Congress was thought 
running competition with the 
Congresses sponsored the Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association, and second, 
when heard from the editor 
mentioning the éditor name 
and me, THE reporter. 
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cited THE STAR’s objection use 
the word “leper” which appeared the 
original title the Congress, said 
they had used the word only point 
the meaning the Congress. 

During the translations the papers 
read Spanish, French, Italian, English 
and German, counted the word “leper” 
used times the linguists using for 
the word “lepra” Hansen’s 
was used six times until the last talks 
and then, lost track the count. 
Count Valmaggiore assumed the presi- 
dency and the work the Congress be- 
gan, 


Dr. Bonne and Baron Malfatti 


Dr. W.M. Bonne who was the Con- 
gress observer for the World Health 
Organization, spoke English. said 
WHO was very young organization, 
trying give technical aid 
sultants the task compiling data 
and plans for medical help Hansen’s 
disease. mentioned their work 
Burma, and 1951 sending help 
Ceylon, and 1952 help Ethiopia. 
Thailand, Turkey and Indonesia have 
been helped. May 1953, UNESCO 
adopted one their interests. Dr. 
bonne referred the WHO Expert 
Committee Leprosy composed em- 
inent specialists this field, and spoke 
the meeting this Committee which 
was convened Rio Janeiro 1952. 
The report that meeting published 
WHO 1953 (Technical Report Series 
No. 71) constitutes valuable document 
which has proved great use and 
contains important technical details. 
supplies authoritive confirmation 
two very important points: (1) 
(2) “leprosy, thanks the introduc- 
tion sulfone therapy, can success- 
fully cured great proportion 


First Scientific Session 


Dr. Ernest Muir, London, 
opening address, speaking behalf 
all the foreign delegates the Con- 
gress, said that himself repre- 
sented two bodies which have been work- 
ing for many years for the relief those 
suffering from leprosy; the Mission 
(British) since 1873 and the British Em- 
pire Leprosy Relief 
1925. Muir began his research work 
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1918 India and he, collabora- 
tion with Sir Leonard Rogers, the au- 
thor one the first authoritative text 
books this disease published the 
20th century, Dr. Muir’s paper was titled 
“Social Rehabilitation the Treated 
Hansenian.” stressed the need for 
early diagnosis. Dr. Muir’s evaluation 
sulfone therapy was most enthusi- 
astic. said, with the use 
sulfones, possible discharge pa- 
tients after they have been negative for, 
say, six months, provided they continue 
the very simple treatment for ade- 
Guate period after add- 
that neither his own experience, 
nor the published reports other 
workers, had found any suggestion 
that the sulfones lose their power after 
period treatment. (Apparently this 
has not held true Carville where sul- 
fone therapy originated years ago 
and one more reports that effect 
have been published.-Ed). Dr. Muir 
believes that “preparation for rehabili- 
tation should begun the same time 
the specific treatment, taking mea- 
sures which will prevent deformities and 
disablement, and keep the patient en- 
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ployment.” 

Dr. Doull, Washington, medical 
director the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
read paper “Progress the Thera- 
Leprosy,” Although Dr. Doull gave 
the sulfones “first position” the treat- 
ment HD, tempered his enthusiam 
for these drugs. credited the sul- 
fones with power hold the Hansen’s 
bacillus check rather than destroy 
it. said, “long continued treatment 
will produce and maintain arrest the 
infectious process high proportion 
cases. some, however, the sulfones 
are ineffective cannot tolerated, 
and others, relapse occurs after appar- 
ent arrest. Obviously, therefore, the sul- 
fones are not the final goal chemo- 
therapy, and timely speculate 
where and what means better 
treatment may found.” Dr. Doull 
convinced that the greatest immediate 
need money. “Money the root 
the tree research,” said. “Large 
sums are now being spent for care 
leprosy patients and this is, course, 
necessary. The farsighted policy, how- 
page 
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Third from left Marist nun-scientist, Sister Marie Suzanne, Laboratoire Re- 
cherches, Lyon, France. The others reading are Mother Mary Joan Arc, Supe- 
rior General the Marist Order; Sister Mary James, Sister Marie Roseline, both Marists; 
Sister Marie St. Paul and Sister Marie Bernard, the Order St. Rose. 
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Dr. Doull 


and Elizabeth Williams 


ever, would invest also substantial 
sums research. Obviously uneco- 
nomic worse pay tribute any 
microbe.” 

Ramos Silva, president the 
Leprosy Association Brazil, Rio 
Janeiro, said that his country BCG 
was given members families 
Hansen’s disease patients preventa- 
tive measure. 

Dr. Yoshinobu Hayashi, Tokyo, read 
paper titled “Outline the Treat- 
ment Leprosy Japan.” reported 
that they have 15,000 known cases 10, 
000 are Government hospitals, the re- 
mainder three private hospitals, 

Sister Marie Suzanne told about her 
work Mokogai the Fiji Islands, 
where she was stationed for many years, 
and described her present work the 
laboratory Lyon, where she prepares 
the antigen now being used some 
countries treatment and pro- 
phylactic. 

Prof. Adalberto Pazzini, director 
the Institute the History Medicine 
the Univ. Rome, spoke the his- 
torical aspects the disease and the 
victim. 

Raoul Follereau, Academy Co- 
lonial Sciences, Paris, 
struggle against this disease which 
has devoted nearly half his life, fight- 
ing the unwarranted taboos associated 
with it, 


Dr. Michel Blanc the French Game- 
roons: said that 80,000 inhabitants, 
per cent have HD. system de- 
tecting through examination 
schoolchildren has been effect since 
1950. these six years, 6,124 children 
examined, 2,558 were found with some 
signs and given treatment. 


Then came the fabulous Dr. Heme- 
rcykx, with his mass treatment. ap- 
pealed the doctors treat people 
their own environment, take the DDS 
the patient rather than have the pa- 
tient come the doctor. Only ex- 
treme cases should the life the pa- 
tient disturbed. blamed the doc- 
tors themselves for much the fear 
the disease the public 
when doctors try segregate the patient, 
infectious and non-infectious alike, from 
his family and neighbors and employ- 
ment, insists that India with over 
two million cases must get treatment 
every case somehow going out 
look for it. and his team are getting 
treatment over 7,000 today and soon 
will 10,000. 

Dr. R.V. Wardekar, Wardha, India, 
told the difficulties the doctors 
going the patient. took the posi- 
tion that the doctor sought the pa- 
tient, the patient would consider that 
was being used experiment, but 
the patient seeks the doctor, will 
take his treatment with more regularity 
and more seriously, with better results. 

Dr. N.P. Buu-Hoi, Director, National 
Center Scientific Research, Radium| 
Institute the University Paris, 
Vietnam, said there but one doctor 
for every 100,000 persons his 
where they have 15,000 known cases 
that there great difficulty 
getting treatment these patients. 

Dr. Th. Wyss, Medical Officer, Sher- 
tally Poor Leprosy Hospital, So. India, 
reported use INH (iconicotin- 
ichydracide) for HD. said this drug 
was not toxic when given orally. hen 
taken for six months, 
covery occurs, but then the patient be- 
comes resistant the drug when used 
alone. However, when given 
bination with streptomycin, they 
TB, the treatment more effective. 
showed slides and after” 
pictures. 

Dr. Rene Rollier, Casablanca, 
Morocco, reported spectacular results 
with the use DDS and salsepareille 
extract, after only six months treatment. 

The session concluded rather dis- 
couraging note with statements from 
Brazil. seems that some the new 
immigrants who have flocked into the 
country from Europe contact with 
for the first time, are showing signs 
having the disease. Adults, believe 
not, These immigrants seem 
more susceptible than even the 
Brazilian babies who are eventually be- 
coming immune over generations ex- 
posure. 

After about hours interesting 
papers concentrate upon, with but 
minutes dressing and bathing time, 
was off fabulous hall for 


The Mayor’s Reception 


was series great halls, lined 
with such treasures original paintings 
Van Dycks and Heubens and fine 


statues, This ancient building located 
back the enormous Victor Emanuel 
Monument and court adjacent 
the Mayor’s home. was alone, cours 
gold Indian sari with best diamonds 
and small (but real, help me) gold 
head dress. faced array Napole- 
onic police, magnificent that fan- 
cied they thought was Queen Bess and 
they staged medieval show for me. Po- 
lice lined the red-carpeted marble stair- 
case. Courteous members the Honor- 
able and Distinguished Knights Mal- 
circulated among humble workers 
the field and delicious supper with 
wines, made delightful evening. 


Second Scientific Session April 


There were papers read. 

Dr. Felix Contreras, Madrid, Spain: 
Doctors must have included their 
educational agenda, able rec- 
ognize the disease its early stages. 
They must try reach practical con- 
clusions the information that 
already have. Disease harder detect 
early stages, women (for other than 
clinical reasons). Lay workers 
field must educated assist de- 
tecting the disease and administering 
recommended epidemiologica! 
survey international character. 
said, annual publication statis- 
tics, comparing the data from 
could serve stimulus and 
jumping-off point reach better re- 

Gay Prieto, Director Centra! 
University, Madrid, Spain: Insisted 
the necessity very active 
publicity campaign all social levels 
convince the public that discharged 
patients are not al] dangerous oth- 
ers, and they should 

Dr. Dubois, Director, Institute 
Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium: 
Over 200,000 Belgian Congo 
more than sleeping sickness. 
favor mass sulfone treatment. Rather 
with respect the subject, 
but thinks living conditions 
essarily improved for the final victory 
over HD. 

Dr. Kikuo Hamano, Tokyo, Japan: 
Cautioned vigilance the separation 
the sexes, but said that marriage 
patients was permitted under certain 
Stressed vasectomy for the male with 
his consent, This has been done Japan 
since 1915, when Dr, Mitsuda performed 
the first operation. Mention vasec- 
tomy caused furor the Congress 
floor. Dr. Hemercykx asked why steri- 
lize patients and not mental, 
other patients? 

Miss Marie Dachauer, founder and 
president “Friends Lepers, 

U.S.A. organization with 
California: the reason 
the title her organization was 
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make sure the public 
purpose. She said, cure for the dis- 
ease more important than the name.” 
say, should both, for 
sake. 

Dr. Karl Littan, Heidelberg, 
many: Displayed fine map Africa. 
15-year survey, compiled and publish. 
1953-54 shows about per cent 
population infected per 1,000 Africa 
with 100 cases per 100,000 Centra! 
Africa. 

Dr. Guillermo Basombrio 
Buenos Aires, Argentina: Spoke “The 
Christain participation the problem 
the patient.” said, there was 
scientific reason whatsoever why 
patients should not marry, each other 
patient may marry healthy person 
the latter knows about the illness. 

Dr. Merklen, Chief Services, 
SMOM Pavillion, St. Louis Hospital, 
Paris: Society must its duty the 
patient, but also the patient must 
his her duty society cooperat- 
ing with medical treatment available. 
When doctors leave patient 
village and give him treatment there, 
rule, the villagers will accept the 
patient. colonies France with about 
125,000 cases known, treatment can 
given but 19,000. French Govern- 
ment putting intensive educa- 
tional program. 

Dr. Raden Boenjamin, 
Too few doctors for too many cases. 
Policy hospitalize only cases con- 
sidered infectious. Mass treatment 
tuberculoid (benign) type. Congress 
agreed the best way place patient 
back into society not take him 
out it. 

Dr. Jose Rodriguez, Chief 
Sanitaria, Department Health, 
Manila, Philippines: Finds preventoria 
for children parents expensive. 
Use BCG such children, 
immediate removal birth preven- 
toria for three four years, then 
may returned sick parents 
healthy relatives, This way 
can care for more children same 
Sulfones have been available since 1949. 
so, there has been lowering 
the incidence among the children 
born and living with their sick parents, 
since the beginning giving DDS (par- 
ent sulfone) the parents this short 
five-year period “In our 
experience, the number bacilli 
smears obtained from active lesions are 
reduced from per cent per 
within one year under 
ment the average case and about 
per cent the bacilli disappear from 
smears previously positive 
the ordinary bacteriological method 
making such examinations,” 

Dr. H.C. Souza-Araujo, Oswaldo 
Cruz Institute, Rio Janeiro: 
Credited Father 
Damien Molokai for erecting the first 
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preventorium care for children 
parents. Says knows case 
(Costa Rica) where fetus 
was full bacilli and child showed 
signs three months and died 
nine months for unknown reasons. 
Congress disgreed. Said Dr. Aldo Mar- 
cozzi, Rome, “There such thing 
being born with leprosy.” 


Dr. Wilhelm Moller-Christensen, Den- 
mark: Historical account plagues 
shows that “leprosy cases were immune 
them.” Evidence that during days 
when plagues raged Europe well peo- 
ple hid the homes people known 
have avoid catching the plague. 

Rev.Fr. Colombo, Supt., Col- 
ony, Kengtung, Burma: Says 
614 patients and months ago started 
preventorium and has children 
date. has 2,877 

Fr. Dr. R.P. Ignacio Ma. Romana 
Pujo, Director, Colonia-Sanatoria, 
Fontilles, Spain: Showed fine moving 
picture color patients Fontilles. 
This was shown after the scientific 
sion closed 8:00 p.m. 
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SMOM Reception 


10:00 p.m. met the Head- 
quarters the Knights Malta. Many 
guests, many titles, dukes, 
etc., then some wonderful 
music Coro Polifonico Romano, di- 
rected Gastone Tosato. Delightfui 
songs medieval Italian and delicious 
refreshments. The invitation was mag- 
nificent, created with the Cross Malta. 
The Pope’s excellent speech our pri- 
vate audience was handed out Italian 
znd much has been thought the pub- 
licity his words will have. 


Third Scientific Session April 


Two speakers gave historical reviews. 
They were followed Dr. Jack Penn, 
Brenthurst Clinic, Johannesburg, So. 
Africa, who read his excellent paper 
plastic surgery for the patient. 
Dr. Penn and his associate-dermatologist, 
Dr. Theo. Gillman, are working skin 
surveys. What normal skin? There 
really such thing, The skin 
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Dr. Penn and his chief nurse emerging from the SMOM’s ancient headquarters. Note 


the famous Napoleonic police attention. 
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patient shows infantile hair follicles 
immature development. Dr. 
lieves that this fact worthy research. 
This caused discussion from the floor. 
Doctors did not agree this 
Dr. Penn showed well-taken motion 
picture nose repair operation 
which noted his method anaes- 
thesia low blood pressure method, 
thus cutting down the time involved for 
minutes what would ordinarily take 
about hours. emphasized the 
value eyelashes. thinks that the 
loss hair the lids and the lack 
muscle control the lid have 
with blindness. This can overcome 
some extent the grafting eye- 
lashes and the drawing the corners 
the eye together bring addition- 
group muscles. also described 
successful method for grafting eye- 
Lrows and noted that his limited 
experience had found the healing 
good,” much faster 
than the supposed normal skin. This 
should also tend justify further re- 
search into skin changes. advocates 
mobile team experts that couid 
carry all their equipment and personnel 
(including research man, social work- 
and physio-therapist) they can 
make periodical visits the various 
centers. Plastic work necessary for the 
rehabilitation program but highly 
specialized and would dangerous 
done experimentally-minded sur- 
geon. 

The whole attitude towards each pa- 
tient needs one simplicity, and 
expressed desire provide complete 
rehabilitation. Dr. that 
the past not enough has been done 
employ the plastic surgeon 
habilitating the patient with gross 
moderate facial deformities. Dr, Penn 
fine, strong dynamic individual, 
impatient lot people who talkie- 
talk without saying anything. 
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Luncheon Interlude 


adjourned drive the beauti- 
ful building and gardens the Knights 
Malta. From the outer courtyard, 
walked down through avenue 
tall trees that opened the end with 
magnificent picture-view St. Peter’s 
Cathedral the was quite 
breath-taking, blue sky, dark leaves 
the over-shadowing trees, but was 
cold and blustery, Tables for our lunch- 
eon were set the garden. Garden um- 
brellas were shunned sought the 
warmth the sun, then nature stepped 
and sent the umbrellas sailing over- 
head, startle many distinguished gen- 
try and titled smartly-garbed ladies. 
local ladies were the only warmly-clad 
ones they could easily trot out their 
lovely minks, but what poor In- 
dians and Africans? were frozen. 


The dear old Cardinal who the 
Honorary Head the SMOM, came 
the luncheon. was sweet and old 
and blooming the colors the gar- 
den itself his garments were crim- 
son with touches cerise; his broad 
brimmed black beaver hat was gay too, 
with tassels red shiny silk threads. 
The cross that hung from great chain 
his neck was sparkling with pur- 
ple amethysts. was little, all pink 
and white and smiling, everyone was 
delighted meet him 
low before him. 


Final Session 


papers were read this day. 
Among them, one dealing with the 
lem social rehabilitation, Dr, Gay 
Prieto, University Madrid; suggestion 
new physical treatment for muti- 
lating HD, Dr. Heinrich Ruge, Kiel, 
Germany; Drs. Merklen, Riou and Are- 
tas from the Hospital St. Louis, Paris, 
discussed the modern social approach 
Hansen’s disease; and Dr. Nunez An- 
drade the School Medicine, Univ, 
Mexico, read paper social legis- 
lation Mexico. 


paper, “The Rehabilitation 
the Leprosy Patient North India,” 
was the tenth read the afternoon 
session, and cut six minutes instead 
the twelve minutes that was suppos- 
have. (We have copy Mrs. Wil- 
liams’ paper. very good. One 
graph standout. could and should 
apply hospitals wherever they 
are. “At the time patient being 
admitted the hospital, care should 
taken discuss his occupation and in- 
terests. Encouragement should given 
reeducate him trade already 
known along the lines his interests. 
sincere show faith and hope given 
the patient while taking the treat- 
ment, out the hospital, plus 
great compassion the hearts the 
doctors and workers, can never un- 
deremphasized. ‘Thus will the patient 
show confidence himself and 
sense security the time discharge, 

sented its conclusions and the resolution 
they prepared, and was promptly 
tossed out the window. Dr. Gay Prieto, 
wizard, full knowledge der- 
matologist and full arguments, 
his toes every minute, had another set 
sented third set. Another Committee 
was appointed include social work- 
er. Their resolution was adopted. (See 
page 7). 


Summing 


The Congress was always late start- 
ing and there was much discussion that 
was good, Therefore, most the speak- 
ers were rushed for time—much medi- 
cine discussed this supposedly social 


workers congress, and much 
which most knew already. 

The Congress followed four themes 
presentation papers. They were: (1) 
Progress therapy; (2) New trends 
social organization and control; (3) Pro- 
phylaxis and protection the child; and 
(4) Social, occupational 
rehabilitation. Numerous papers were 
presented the various themes and 
the discussions became quite heated 
times. (Some the papers read, and 
which Mrs. Williams furnished notes, 
had omitted, not because they 
were less important than those mention- 
ed, but because space limitations, and 
tried report several papers 
under each theme. 

Much literature was exhibit in- 
cluding copies recent issue THE 
STAR. Dr. Wardekar and were quite 
pleased that our books were stolen—at 
icast someone wants read them. (Mrs. 
Williams’ book which she 
trated with pen drawings titled “Doc- 
tor’s Clinic,” Lucknow Publishing 
House. She writes under the pen name 
Lajya Williams, The book series 
stories recounting the human interest 
experiences village doctor India 
whose business One story 
concerned with Hansen’s disease. Dr. 
Wardekar’s book titled “Round the 
World Leprosy.” Dr. Wardekar 
secretary the Ghandi Memorial 
Foundation, and his book 
round the world, the principal places 
visited being Carville, U.S.A., Hawaii, 
Japan, Hong Kong and the Philippines) 


history 


From Rome Carville, 
Via New York and New Orleans 


was eager off and hopped the 
first plane New York. How the route 
went, cared not landed Milan 
the dinner hour and Paris mid- 
night. Both pleasant surprises but, 
land Iceland for cup coffee 
5:00 a.m. was shock such have 
not experienced since visited friends 
Central India and found cobra 
the guestroom bath tub. That afternoon 
(April 21), stood the U.S. Customs 
the New York airport and saw 
beloved daughter, her doctor-husband 
and three adorable youngsters, was 
whisked into station wagon with all 
gear and were off American 
highway surrounded Saturday traffic, 
headed for Bronxville. Within hours, 
was way New Orleans, ar- 
riving this fast-growing city Louisi- 
ana 4:00 a.m., Monday, April 23, 
visit son and his fast-growing family. 
long, long way from the 
Ambala City, Punjab, India, 


Notes from the Editor’s desk: 
telephone rang sharply Wit’s End 
the crack dawn. might still ring- 
ing had not the insistent barking 
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Fine Resolution 


The International Congress for the 
and Social Rehabilitation Per- 
sons Suffering from Leprosy, meeting 
Rome under the sponsorship the So- 
vereign Military Order Malta from 
the 16th the 18th April 1956, com- 
prising 250 delegates from Nations, 

Considering that leprosy disease 
low contagiousness and amenable 
treatment. 


RESOLVES 


(a) That patients afflicted with 
the disease treated are those sul- 
fering from other infectious diseases, tu- 
berculosis for example, without any 
other special regulations whatsoever; and 
that, consequence, all discriminatory 
laws should 

(b) That countries where lep- 
rosy problem, carefully planned 
measures taken pro- 
mote public understanding the true 
nature leprosy and remove all pre- 
judices and superstitions associated with 
the disease. 


(a) That measures adopted for 
early discovery and treatment 
Patients should left home provided 
that the state their disease does not 
constitute danger their associates; 
this should have important favour- 
able psychological effect. 


(b) That countries where eco- 
nomic and medical reasources are inade- 
quate, but where endemicity high, 
treatment campaign undertaken 
control the disease; hospitalization 
should limited those whose condi- 
tion requires special medical and/or sur- 
gical treatment and should terminate 
when such treatment completed. 


(c) That children 
from infection every approved biolo- 
gical means. Removal preventorium 
should resorted only cases 
absolute necessity because the distress- 
ing stigma attached the residence 
such institutions. 

(d) governments encour- 
aged grant those seriously disabled 
the moral, social, and medical assistance 
necessary for their protection and re- 


habilitation, through the agency var- 

ious governmental departments, such 

social welfare, agriculture, and educa- 

tion, which will have beneficial psy- 

chological effect both the patients 

aud the public. 


* * 

The Congress expresses its thanks 
the Sovereign Military Order Malta 
for having brought together, in- 
ternational level, devoted scientific and 
welfare workers who have their com- 
mon objective victory over leprosy. 

* 

Committee Resolution: 


Members 


Dr. R.E. Are’tas Paris, France 
Prof. Giuseppe Bendandi Rome, Italy 
Dr. Chaussinand France 
Dr. James Doull Washington, USA 
Dr. Jose Gay Prieto Madrid, Spain 
Dr. Ernest Muir London, England 
Father Perlini Japan 
Dr. Jose Rodriguez Manila, Philip. 
* * ok 


Center Established 


One the decisions reached the 
SMOM Congress was establish per- 
manent International Center Rome 
tor the defense the “leprosy 
committee draft constitution for 
this project was named. includes: Dr. 
Ernani Agricola, Rio Janeiro, Brazil; 
Chancellor Gabriele Apor, Italy; 
Giuseppe Bendandi, Rome; Dr. Michel 
Blanc, French Cameroons; Dr. Guiller- 
Basombrio, Argentina; Dr. Chaus- 
sinand, France; Dr. Felix Contreras, 
Madrid, Spain; Miss Marie Dachauer, 
Raoul Follereau, France; Dr. 
Gay Prieto, Madrid; Dr. Salazar Leite, 
Portugal; Dr. Jose Rodriguez, Philip- 
pines; Father Perlini, Japan; Dr, 
gnino, Saigon; Prof. Mario Girolami. 
Don Flavio Melzi d’Eril, SMOM; 
lion Giuseppe Salazar, SMOM, and Dr. 
Kimmig, Hamburg, Germany. 
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SMOM from page 
proper Bostonian, Lowell Cabot 
Bingo for short aroused sufficient- 
answer it. soft voice the other 
end the wire, way, way out yonder, 
seemed said, “Hello there this 
Elizabeth.” The name registered, but 
the situation did not. “Are you 
Rome?” inquired, only half 
while said the voice. “In New 
thought myself. “This 
can’t be. She was Rome only 
days ago.” 25-year stretch, mean 
stint, inside Carville U.S.A., leaves one 
with the sense standing still, and not 
quite able grasp the tempo the 
fast-moving world outside the hospita! 
Coming to, contributed couple 
Ohs! and now wide awake, said, 
“We got the books you sent air 
from Rome, and your air mailed 
letters and reports are here, too.” “You 
cid great job for us, and really 
appreciate it. have scoop!” 

have report the final session 
end some pictures, too. bring them 
with me, when come see you day 
after tomorrow. OK, Boss? was flat- 
ing cosmopolite Elizabeth Williams, 
«nd had kind king-for-a-day feel- 
ing, until remembered that 
globe-trotting had also taken her 


Mission Accomplished 


Rome one week, and Carville the next. 
Elizabeth Willams delivers her 
the SMOM Congress. 


had happy reunion, and some 
interesting and stimulating talk when 
Elizabeth Williams visited Carville 
week the day after the closing 
the SMOM 

Mrs. Willams praised the cooperation 
given her Prof. Bendandi assem- 
bling material for THE STAR. She 
also lauded the efficiency and courtesy 
Prof. Bendandi’s secretary, Miss 
Josephine Lucas, whom she said 
darling.” Prof. Bendandi and Miss Lucas 
worked for year arrangements pre- 
liminary the SMOM Congress, 
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Pope Urges Leniency “Cruel Segregation” Patients; 


Hits Misconceptions about Leprosy 


courtesy-L’Osservatore Romano 


The Holy Father grants audience members the SMOM International Congress 
and their families. The gentleman the pin-striped suit Prof. Bendandi. 


Note: are indebted Prof. 
seppe Bendandi, Secretary General 
the SMOM Congress for copy the 
English text the Holy 
the members the Congress. 
noted that although the Pope used the 
term “leprosy” for the disease, avoid- 
use the hurtful five-letter word, 
using instead the term 
designate the patient. The resume 
the Holy talk given here 
part from the original text, and from 
press release the NCWC Foreign News 
Service from Vatican City, April 17. Ed. 


Lenience the “cruel segregation” 
the victims leprosy and re-edu- 
cation against popular misconceptions 
regarding this disease were urged His 
Holiness Pope Plus XII address 
delegates attending the International 
Congress for the Defense and Social Re- 
habilitation the Hansenian. 

Stating that “leprosy longer in- 
curable was once thought 
and .... less contagious than tubercu- 
losis,” the Holy Father stressed the im- 
portance refuting antiquated miscon- 
ceptions the disease. recommend- 
the use methods control and 
cure that have been used successfully 
other diseases. 


The Pope pointed out that more than 
five million persons the world suffer 
from the disease, but only 400,000 
them are benefited medical assistance. 
decried the fact that there are still 
some places the world without 
organized program assistance for those 
stricken leprosy. “There necessity 
organize the battle the 
most stricken,” added. 


Well furnished dispensaries, fixed 
mobile according the need, should 
used, the Holy Father said, seek 
out and cure time victims the be- 
nign type leprosy. 

The contagious sufferers, the Pope 
continued, should consigned hos- 
pitals which they would given all 
the necessary care, but where their free- 
dom would not hindered. 

There need give attention 
the psychological and social difficulties 
the Hansenian also, the Pope noted. 
pointed out that because the patient 
separated from society, family and 
work, need moral and spirit- 
ual understanding and encouragement. 
“Precisely because leprosy requires 
prolonged cure,” the Holy Father said, 
“and sometimes causes painful deform- 
ity and infirmity, and also because un- 
justifiable attitudes repulsion and fear 
persist regarding the disease, the victim 
needs all the spiritual resources avail- 
able. 

“He needs understand the meaning 
the trial that has stricken him and 
bear it, not with cold stoicism 
blind resignation, but with generous 
courage, the secret which only 
sound religious faith can teach,” 
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Persue Research Project 


There method distinguishing 
damaged dead Hansen’s bacilli from 
those which are living and multiply- 
ing, but may use the vernacular 
subject technical this one, “It 
long now’’—we hope! 

John Hanks, Ph.D., one the coun- 
outstanding bacteriologists, direc- 
tor the Leonard Wood 
(HD) Research Laboratory Harvard, 
has developed important new method 
for studying metabolic activity the 
Hansen’s bacillus, making possible 
tabulate the percentage bacilli which 
are alive, well the infectiousness 
the bacilli. This method can 
applied when only few bacilli can 
found, early lesions and treat- 
patients, and results determined with- 
twenty-four seventy-two hours. Dr. 
Hanks’ significant research project holds 
promise shedding more light the 
behavior the Hansen’s bacillus, than 
the bacillus had been cultivated. 

Dr. Hanks has been working this 
particular project since 1949 and there 
are few kinks yet ironed out 
fore the method can made simple, 
direct and fool-proof for laboratory 
technicians wherever they may be. 
iron out these kinks, Dr. Hanks spent 
the first two weeks May Carville, 
burning the mid-night oil the 
lab. came here directly 
meeting Society American 
Houston, Dr. 
Hanks planning publish his paper 
the metabolic activity the Han- 
sen’s bacillus journal, 
within the year, probably this summer. 

Dr. John Wallace also 
gist, and working LWM Laboratory 
Harvard accompanied Dr, Hanks 
Carville from the Houston meeting and 
stayed over the week-end. 


Congress Passes Cottage Bill 


known locally the cot- 
tage bill passed the Senate, April 30th, 
with amendment making the $25,- 
000 appropriation available until June 
30, 1958, instead for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1956, the bill origia- 
ally stated. bill went back the 
Fiouse for action the amendment, 
and was cleared May for the Pres- 
ident’s signature. 

Subject the approval the Ad- 
ministrator General Services, the $25,- 
000 appropriation will used the 
Secretary Health, Education and Wel- 
fare, under whose department the PHS 
functions, settle compromise claims 
patients who have private cottages 
the grounds this hospital, 
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The month April brought showers 
visitors this hospital, and usual 
they came from many different parts 
the world. Dr, and Mrs. Arden Alm- 
who were here for week mid- 
April, signed our guestbook from MEU 
Wasolo per Bumba, Congo Belge. The 
Almquists, this country furlough, 
have been the Belgian Congo for 
three and half years with the Mission 
Evangelique 

Approximately 2500 patients with 
disease are being treated the 
various dispensaries operated their 
Missions. Wasolo, where the Alm- 
quists are stationed, they have 
patients the hospital and 450 out-pa- 
tients, The treatment given injections 
DDS (the parent sulfone) suspended 
Chaulmoogra oil, and “in the course 
year, have seen tremendous 
clinical changes,” Dr. Almquist said. 
“There very, very little stigma attach- 
the disease and marriage 
patient and non-patient common.” 
Patients build their own houses, cul- 
tivate gardens and fields and raise cot- 
ton for money. 

Dr. Almquist was born Nome, 
Alaska, where his parents, also mission- 
aries, were then stationed. received 
his degree divinity from Andover, 
Mass., and his degree medicine from 
the Kansas University, School Medi- 
cine. preached way through medi- 
cal school,” told us. Ann Almquist 
who works side side with her husband 
the Congo, teaches music the school 
Wasolo. The Almquists have two 
children, who are being reared the 
Congo. 

When Carville’s Chaplain Elder was 
Monroe, La., earlier this year speak 
before the Lions Club and The Ameri- 
can Legion Post, met Sam Orchard, 
Lion president and Grand Chef 
Train the Forty and Eight, Grand 
Voiture Louisiana. Mr, Orchard has 
long been interested Carville and 
especially our educational program. 
associated with the Louisiana Pa- 
per Company and this capacity, 
has been very helpful THE 
particularly during the war years. The 
Chaplain urged Mr, Orchard visit 


1956 


Carville. did April and was 
given the works, grand tour and all, 

Consuls from several nations duty 
New Orleans, signed our guestbook 
April 19. The distinguished group 
showed special interest chatting with 
STAR staffer, Joey Guerrero, Filipino 
war heroine. They included Consul Jose’ 
Fornier, Philippines; Consul Rafael 
Gomez, Bolivia; Asst. Consul Guillermo 
Ardila, Colombia; Maximo Santonelli, 
representing Mexico, and Emeterio 
driano the famed International Trade 
Mart, New Orleans. 

Miss Cecile Hillyer from the Office 
Vocational Rehabilitation the De- 
partment Health, Education and Wel- 
fare, Washington, D.C., came Louisi- 
ana confer with social workers 
Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge. OVR has made grant LSU, 
the purpose which increase the 
number qualified workers 
welfare and rehabilitation training. This 
Grant not concerned with Carville 
but “being near you, took advan- 
tage the opportunity come over 
here and see the setup for myself,” said 
Miss Hillyer she signed our guestbook, 
April 19. 

Miss Elva Landis, registered 
nurse with the Mennonite Missions, 
Tanganyika, British East Africa, where 
Hansen’s disease one the Public 
Health problems, was here for week 
April. 

April must have been group-visiting 
day for three different groups happened 
schedule their tours this hospital 
that same day. The group from the 
School Tropical Medicine, Tulane, 
New Orleans, where they are doing post- 
graduate work, might well have been 
delegation from United Nations. There 
were four physicians from Thailand, Drs, 
Amnuay Vibhagool, Pranomsir Isarab- 
hadi, Watchares Udayachalem and Sun- 
thorn Srihongse; from the Belgian Con- 
go, Drs, Dorris Cary and Vernon 
Hugh; from Germany, Dr. Wolf Henig; 
from the Philippines, Dr, Ignacio Guz- 
man; from Nigeria, Dr. Walter Moore 
and from Florida, Dr. H.F. Bonifried. 

The group from the Baptist Seminary, 
New Orleans, included theological 
students from States. time, these 
voung people will all have their own 
congregations. They were receptive 
what they saw and heard here, that 
one can reasonably certain they will 
interpret Hansen’s disease correctly 
many thousands people. 

group from the Department Pub- 
lic Welfare, Iberville Parish, 
mine, Louisiana, just across Man” 


river from this hospital was escorted 
the place Carville’s medical 
social worker, Miss Lena Beck. 

The nurses and aides from the Osch- 
ner Foundation Hospital, New Orleans, 
can now give first hand information 
about Carville, after touring this hos- 
pital April 30. What’s more, number 
this group will keep with 
through the pages THE STAR, 
course, they subscribed. 


Miss Maher, Fr. Abbot Francis, 
Mrs. and Mrs. 


Carville was honored Sunday, April 
29, visit from the Supreme Regent 
The Catholic Daughters America, 
Miss Frances Maher Kane, 
vania. With Miss Maher were the out- 
going State Regent, Mrs Rita Dejean, 
Opelousas, and the newly-elected State 
Kegent, Mrs. Frank Nesom, Baton 
Rouge, and Mr. 

Miss Maher traveled Louisiana 
take prominent part the three-day 
State convention The Catholic Daugh- 
ters held Baton Rouge, The party 
hurried away from the closing event 
the convention, festive banquet, 
here. “One dearest wishes 
has been make visit Carville, 
and now have had this Miss 
Maher said. The visitors were shown 
over the hospital and took the Jolly 
Social Club fair where Miss Maher and 
Mrs. Dejean met many the patients 
and were delighted with the activity 
they saw. The Nesoms, Frank and Vir- 
gie, needed introduction. They are 
bound Carville enduring tie 
friendship. simplicity manner 
characterized the Supreme Regent. 
parting, she said with unmistakable 
depth sincerity, shall always 
interested Carville and the patients. 


THE STAR’s office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 
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Prize- Winning Project 


The exhibit Hansen’s disease en- 
tered Adrianne Blue, eighth grade 
student the MacFarland Junior High 
School, Washington, D.C., took 
place her school’s Future Scientists 
American Science Fair, third place 
the City Washington Fair, and 
honorable mention the National com- 
petition. 

Adrianne, 13, the daughter Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Blue, 527 Ingraham, 
N.W., Washington, The late Sergeant 
Cortizas suggested Hansen’s disease 
the subject for Adrianne’s project and 
she wrote February for copies 
THE STAR, photographs and other 
material. were happy cooperate. 

letter THE STAR, Adrianne’s 
father wrote, “After the judging, many 
physicians complimented her 
good job she had done. Hundreds 
people looked through your magazines 
and many were enlightened the facts 
Adrianne’s hope make medicine 
and art her life’s Adrianne has 
certainly made excellent start and 
are proud have had small part 
her project. 

Last year, Adrianne Blue did ex- 
hibit plastic surgery for the Future 
Scientists America Science Fair. 
included pictures some Sgt. Cor- 
tizas work patients with HD. This 
year she devoted her whole exhibit 
Hansen’s disease. She duplicated oil 
paint, actual slides she had observed 
organisms, and constructed 
the likeness man show what parts 
the body were affected the Han- 
sen’s bacillus. 

additional honor, and quite 
unique one came Adrianne May 
10, when she learned that she one 
five teenagers, fact the youngest one 
the five, have her exhibit perma- 
nently displayed the nation’s fore- 
medical museum—the Army Medi- 
cal Museum, Ninth Street and Indepen- 
dence, Washington. This the 
first time its history that the 
Staff learned collectors has called up- 
youth help broaden its collection 
exhibits for public inspection. Miss 
Helen Purtle, assistant curator 
the museum, declared the exhibits are 
“such professional standing” that they 
can easily fill certain gaps the series 
displays depicting different fields 
medicine the museum. The Army 
Medical Museum picks out displays for 
exhibit that are related medicine 
health. 

THE STAR presenting Adrianne 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 


Rest 


Progress reports from the Walter 
Reed Army Hospital, Washington, D.C., 
the condition Master Specialist, 
Sgt. Antonio Cortizas, including notes 
from the patient himself, gave hope 
that the man who aided many Carville 
patients would recover from his heart 
ailment. But telegram brought the sad 
news the death Sergeant Cortizas 
Walter Reed April 14. The great 
heart great little guy” had ceased 
beat. 

We, his friends Carville, along with 


the personnel the Medical 


the Armed Forces Institute Path- 
ology, Washington, where worked for 
the past nine years, the kids his neigh- 
borhood whom had organized into 
Arts and Science Club, the hundreds 
whose battle-scarred faces had 
helped restore almost normalcy, 
and his countless other friends, mourn 
Sergeant Cortizas’ passing. There will 
never another one just like him 
either special talent the human 
side, which characterized the only 
medical sculptor the Armed Forces. 

Sgt. Cortizas was the originator the 
medical version tatooing, technique 
which skin-toned pigment was used 
shade scar tissues the patient’s skin 
color, making the scars almost 
called intradermal artificial 
mentation. Using this technique, Sgt. 
Cortizas dotted eyebrows and implant- 
spot-matching whiskers patients 
the pre-sulfone era during his four brief 
assignments this hospital. wrote 
story for THE STAR (April 1956) 
giving resume Tony’s work here. 
never saw was not be. 
are sure that Tony knows 
how deeply appreciate his work, bis 
interest and his friendship. 

Cuban-born, Spanish 
Sgt. Cortizas, 51, was bachelor. 
survived sister, Maria Belaz 
Nubitas, high requiem Mass 
for the repose Sgt. Cortizas’ soul was 
offered the Catholic Chapel Car- 
ville. 

* * * 

The bright flame life that was Lois 
Jackson went out suddenly near mid- 
night, May her home city 
Shreveport, La. Her name and her 
memory will long remembered all 
those who knew that generous-hearted 
woman. We, Carville, were among 
those fortunate have known Lois, 
and for this privilege, are indebted 
her friend and our friend, Mom 
Lois accompanied Mom Carville 
for THE STAR Christmas party 
the pressroom, December 1953. Her 
graciousness won first meeting. 
Lois Jackson joined with Mom Miller 
number Mom’s special projects 
such gifts for the children the Han- 
sen’s Hospital Israel, and one her 
last charitable acts was write check 
for the Jolly Social Club fair. Here 


Mom Miller’s touching tribute Lois: 
“Lois Jackson befriended many, help- 
many help themselves; she gave 
and forgave. She wove beautiful patterns 
friendship. Nothing could more 
beautiful than her transition, and what- 
ever the undertaking, Lois Jackson 
brought performance extraordin- 
ary.” 

Mrs. Jackson, 52, was assistant vice- 
president the Pioneer Bank and Trust 
Company, Shreveport. She was prom- 
inent national bank organizations and 
active Shreveport civic groups. Mrs. 
Jackson had just last month been named 
first president the new Louisiana De- 
partment the National Association 
Bank Women. Mrs. Jackson was one 
the relatively few women graduates 
the American Institute Banking, 
and was member its board di- 
rectors. She was also charter member 
and past president Pelican Chapter, 
National Secretaries Association, charter 
member and past president the Sor- 
optimist International Shreveport, 
and the First Baptist Church, 

Mrs. Jackson survived her father 
and stepmother, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Gras, and brother, Walter Gras, 
all Shreveport. 
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college chorus and Dixieland Jazz 
review (Arthur Murray less) 
variety show and patio party—all 
this and movies too, three times week, 
the new wide cinemascope screen, was 
Coming golf tournament. 

Honestly this hospital, not sum- 
mer resort. However, outside the in- 
firmary the community side, 
small town with big purpose, but with 
many and varied activities. Most the 
315 residents, patients you will, are 
ambulatory, use the medical term. 
One patient, lanky Texan, 
drawled, “The treatment don’t bother 
any. swallow three pills day, and 
that’s it. feel good. want places, 
see people, and things like did 
home.” “Go, go,” chimed cou- 
ple teen-agers they raced 
bikes, calling back, “See you later, ali- 
gator.” “After while, crocodile,” retorted 
the 

* * 

The patients had some place 
the evening April 11. The place was 
the ballroom and the attraction was 
mixed chorus, presented the Dept. 
Music, Southwestern Institute, Lafayette. 
musical treat was made possible 
the Lafayette Rotary Club which spon- 
sored the trip Carville. The fifty stu- 
dents traveled chartered bus, from 
Lafayette 100 miles distant. The chorus 
directed Willis Ducrest with Charles 
Reynolds the piano sang their way 
happily, and tunefully through diver- 
sified program spirituals, pop and 
novelty numbers. The chorus was fel- 
lowed the “Knights Dixieland,” 
playing for lively jam session. 


dance review, “Here Comes the 
Showboat,” presented the Arthur 
Murray Dance Studio Baton Rouge, 
the ballroom the evening April 
15, went over big with large and en- 
thusiastic audience. Cotton bales and 
other paraphernalia typical the “Deep 
South” provided backdrop for cast 
more than fifty dancers, gay and 
colorful costumes doing tango, blues and 
other numbers. Mr. and Mrs. Cole, 
Directors the Studio, performed 


1956 


beautiful waltz. 

plans work out, and they seem 
doing so, Carville will soon have Ar- 
thur Murray Dance Studio its own. 
The Coles have agreed send instruc- 
tors here once week teach the pa- 
tients the latest ballroom dancing. 
The idea originated with the Point Clair 
Lions Club. 

* * 

variety show from New 
hlew into town for matinee perform- 
ance the theatre Sunday, May 
The entertainers, all professionals, in- 
cluded ventriloquist, magician, and 
musicians. The program was arranged 
Frank Silva, Manager the 
Southern Artists Bureau, and the show 
came Carville courtesy Mr. Valen- 
tine Kane. Mr. Kane’s interest this 
hospital has come about through his 
long-time friendship with Father Fran- 
cis, resident chaplain. 

* * * 

dancing party under the stars, 
the patio front the Rec Building, 
was delightful diversion the eve- 
ning Sunday, May 13. The hostesses 
were members the local B.L. Spann 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary, 
Aline Stribbling, President, was 
special occasion with the Unit celebra- 
ting its 9th birthday and also observing 
National Hospital Day. birth- 
day cake, frosted the Auxiliary’s colors 
blue and gold had candles glowing, 
signifying the Unit’s years service 
this community. 

Mike Merriam’s band from Baton 
Rouge, Carville’s favorite orchestra was 
top form and responded many en- 
cores. 


The honor guests were the Louisiana 
Department President, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Mrs. Hattie Dayries and the 
Nicholson Unit 38, Mrs. 
Dora Hitzman. Mrs. Dayries was stun- 
ning cotton cocktail length dress 
trimmed with sequins and 
She wore picture hat cape milano 
straw; brimmed pink chiffon, capped 
with rose. lovely hat for lovely !a- 
The hat was gift Hattie from the 
local American Legion Post and Unit 


Grand finale “Here Comes The Show- 
and THE STAR staff, and was presented 
her the testimonial dinner given 
her honor her own Nicholson Unit, 
Baton Rouge, April 16. Mrs. Day- 
ries said, wore new hat down here 
all you could see it, proud 
it.” Mrs. Dayries congratulated the lo- 
cal Unit its birthday and presented 
certificates and awards local school 
students, winners spelling contest 
sponsored the B.L. Spann Unit, The 
winner, Lorna, attractive young Chi- 
nese matron scored perfect. The remark- 
able thing about that Lorna spoke 
practically English when she was ad- 
this hospital, little over 
year ago. She entered school that 
time and her progress nothing short 
phenomenal. 


Benefit Fair 


The annual fair for the benefit the 
Jolly Social Club was the biggest and 
best one held yet dollar-wise. was 
day affair the ballroom Sunday, 
April 30th. The total proceeds amounted 
$975.13. The this fair 
are all seriously 
without income, The Point Clair Lions 
sponsored the fair and worked 
like Trojans make success, The 
patients turned out masse, also some 
the hospital personnel, and, course, 
the Sisters Charity were hand tak- 
ing chances the various games and 
raffles. More than three hundred dol- 
lars was received cash donations from 
friends and out the State. 


Sports 
Golf Tournament 


The ninth semi-annual Point Clair 
Invitational Golf Tournament will 
held Sunday, May 20. Qualifying 
rounds will played Saturday, May 
19, and Sunday morning, May 20, be- 
fore A.M. which will tee-off 
this date approximately fifty golf- 
ers, from New Orleans, Baton Rouge, 
and other points the state will com- 
pete with patients. Prizes will award- 
the winners and runners-up 
each flight. 


Such Goings This Hospital Community 
Mixed chorus from Louisiana Institute, Lafayette 


Libraries 


Library here. The upkeep our information 
file one special tasks. have found 
few copies THE STAR, but none re- 
cent date. enclosing check for 
year’s subscription for the Library. 


Our supply information concerning the 
very important subject Hansen’s disease 
meager and feel that this publication 
may great value us. Please began 

Estelle Dougherty 
Public Library 
Sterling, Kansas 


* oe * 

enclose one dollar, for which please re- 
new our subscription THE STAR and ad- 
Gress the copies Science Librarian, Loyola 
University, New Orleans, 

Margery Suberville 
Science Librarian 
Loyola University 
New Orleans, La. 
* * 

This library has not received THE STAR 

Vol. 15:4. Received Vol. 15:5, Thanks. 


Clara Manson, 

Librarian 

Stanford University Medical School 
San Francisco, Calif. 


missing copy was sent immediately. 
When single issue THE STAR 
missed, know our publication being 
read. Ed. 

* * * 

For number years have been fol- 
lowing your work and our High School girls 
their Sociology class frequently use the 
issues THE 


The human interest stories, well the 
factual articles, are always read with en- 
thusiasm, fact want know what 
Carville, THE STAR welcomed. 


Mother Mary Garbara 
Ursuline Academy Library 
Springfield, Illinois 


Each time THE STAR arrives, 
amazed the progress being made Car- 
ville, which was first introduced through 
the book Betty Martin. stirred within 
the Light Truth Hansen’s Disease.” 
have reviewed the book 
groups and organizations. THE STARs 
take along are the centre interest follow- 
ing the reviews. 

teacher the High School youth 
our Church, welcomed the opportunity 
February when the healing the ten 
was presented, startle the class 
with some intelligent thinking about Han- 
sen’s disease. too, have objected the 
medieval treatment given some the 
uninformed writers Church School litera- 
ture, 


Delta Sigma Epsilon. May the Father’s Hand 
continually direct your splendid work. 


Mrs. E.R. Wood 
Paonia, Colorado 
ak 
admire your magazine and the 
work Carville. 
Crissie Buffington, Field Rep. 
Tuberculosis Association Greater 
New Orleans 
New Orleans, La. 


* 

For five years I’ve been reader your 
paper and have followed with great interest 
the success your educational campaign. 

The Mail Bag shows evidence the in- 
creasing interest throughout the 
world; also does the large number vis- 
your hospital from far and near. 
visit your hospital would the great- 
est interest 

With every good wish for your continued 
success. 


Sister Francis Clare, O.S.A., R.N. 
St. Francis Home 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Mail Bag 


Thank you much for the copies “The 
Name Leprosy” and the questions and an- 
swers put out the Leonard Wood Memo- 
rial which you sent earlier this month. 
Would you please send twelve more cop- 
ies “The Name Leprosy.” speak 
various groups about missionary activ- 
ities Brazil and especially about work 
with patients the Aquiles Lisboa Sani- 
tarium (for patients) and also with re- 
covered patients, find this article helpful 
and trust all us. 

Myra Jean Arnold 
Long Beach, California 


Chairman Literary Club divi- 
sion and our program Carville. 
have read most all THE STAR copies 
since October 1954, given friend 
whe has been working with the American 
Legion Auxiliary. fact —it was she who 
suggested this particular program, 

glad, for not only have been 
more enlightened but feel shall more 
inform others about Hansen’s disease, the 
wonderful work THE STAR and Carville. 

Mrs. Earl Necessary 
Jennings, La. 


* 
enjoy going through THE STAR. The 
material excellent. 
Joseph Royappo 
Training Centre for the Adult Blind, 


Dehra-Dun 
Saidapet, Madras, India 
* 


enjoy reading THE STAR and keeping 

with the activities Carville this way. 
Imogene Williams 

Changwat Chiengrai, 

« * 

follow with much interest all the doings 

of patients as set out in the columns of THE 

STAR, and particularly attracted any 

item which has with medical opinion 

re: HD. 


The was most 
worthwhile and the rather climactic ending 
certainly should cause people think more 
clearly, and judge more fairly. 

Rev. G.H. King 
Toronto, Canada 
* * * 


are required our Provincial Normal 
School Teachers’ Training Course, 
essay for our Health class health prob- 
lems, communicable diseases, and have 
chosen for topic,“The Truth about Han- 
sen’s Disease.” 

have been contact with Dr. Jenkins, 
the Quarantine Station William Head, 
Victoria, B.C., and has very kindly loaned 
some copies your would 
appreciate your forwarding other Copies. 

Margaret 
Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada 

* * 


Thailand 


THE STAR welcome visitor Tetere. 
find more and more interesting every 
issue. 

Last year was very progressive one for 
us. The sulfones are doing great work and 
the Solomon Islanders have great confidence 
them (DDS and Diasone). They travel 
three four days for treatment. have 
attendance out-patients, among 
them many who have not been hospitalized 
but these live close range and can 
checked regularly. 


The Guadalcanal Native Council has been 
site for village for families af- 
fected and will Land Rover treat 
them, During the war, particularly, Hansen's 
disease got move and would seem that 
malnutrition helped its progress 
parts. 

With very best wishes THE STAR and 
greetings the Sisters St. Vincent 
Paul. 

Sister Joseph 
Tetere, Guadalcanal, B.S.D.P. 


The work India visibly brightening. 
The idea segregation given place 
early and effective treatment.The Govern- 
ment India has formulated National 
Leprosy Control Programme, and have 
far opened about leprosy control centres, 
and have plans 100 more. Besides this 
special programme, every general hospital 
will now obliged treat leprosy. The 
Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation has 
also their own leprosy control centres, The 
Missions—the Protestant and certain 
extent the Catholic---are responsible for 
considerable amount work increasingly 
modern lines. Above all there this new 
found brightness Dr. Paul Brand’s work 
(reconstructive hand surgery). 


Only the welfare side the work still 
brighten up. But see definite signs 
lar duty assist the progress welfare 
work for leprosy patients and their families. 
doing some furious thinking which. 
hope, will lead action. The Henon 
Madras wrote recently, “The campaign 
gainst leprosy conducted many fronts 
official and voluntary agencies 
success achieved far are 
mong the brightest features public health 
landscape India.” 


T.N. Jagadisan 
Madras, India 


* * * 


visited Carville March 1951, and 
sure you are still holding the memories 
our association. You gave many favours 
introducing work your journal, fin- 
ished part research U.C.L.A. Medi- 
Center and got back home. 


have strong desire help the helpless 
country. have many difficulties, 
war-torn country, discouraged people Mis- 
understanding some authorities—Well let 
talk some bright future. had Dr. 
Cochrane assist us; that was little be- 
fore arrival, and Dr. Frazer, Superin- 
tendent Hong Kong Leprosy sanitorium, 
and are going have medical officers 
Korea. New projects, field surveys, mobile 
units, out-patient clinics and establishment 
self-supporting colonies for the discharged 
cases. 

need badly any news outside 
country. 

Joon Lew, M.D., PhD. 
Severance Union Medical College 
Korea 

* * 


THE STAR eagerly awaited and geis 
large public both here and outside. 

have given talks four different groups 
since Christmas, and put great display 
photographic data and literature for the 
World-Day Jan. 29. Carville had show- 
case itself, with copies all the STARs 
now possess and the picture postcards you 
sent two years ago. 


Other news and views covered Molokai, 
Makogai, Culion, Tala, Rhodesia, Japan and 
Giles’ Home this country. have made 
friends all those places, all information, 
recent last November. The 
Damien Dutton Call and Mission 
France also figured this exhibition. 

The whole thing was arranged 
portable and took around those par- 
ishes which had previously given talks 
—it serves useful refresher. 

already under promise give 
series talks schools and Parishes 
the Northern end the Diocese soon 
get our next vacation, July. 

have become member the English 
branch the French Ordre Charite 
trying organize groups along these 
lines, manage make financial 
tribution from time time. 


and deal with quite steady flow business 
and foreign mail this matter. 

John Heslin 

Oscott College 

Sutton Goldfield 
Warwickshire, England 


May 
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Facts Vou Should Know about 


Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
case has semantic only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

international medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobiu 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the disease, 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 


sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can 


such record? 
* * * 


« 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


— 


couraged. Visitors are required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 
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National Shut-In’s --Sunday, June 1956 


estimated that have three million Shut-Ins this country and addi- 


tional four million who are per cent disabled. the past few years the Gover- 


nors all but four states and Mayors over 100 cities towns issued 


proclamations making the first Sunday June the official Shut-In’s Day. The 


main purpose this observance better inform the public some the 


problems and trials faced our physically handicapped citizens. 
REMEMBER the sick and disabled, civilian and war veteran, Shut-In’s Day 


and throughout the year. 


ENCOURAGE local and international friendship between 
EMPLOY Shut-Ins handicapped people, they are capable doing the 


work. 


National Headquarters Shut-In’s Day Association—1505 Land Title Bldg. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send STAR to: 


Name 


Address 


City 


Subscription $1.00 per year 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 

Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 

Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Zone State 


stamps please. 


Note—Kindly make checks and money orders payable STAR 


Mail to: STAR, Point Clair Br. 
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